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adjust the pH of the pulp suspension to . desiredpH. For .hi, reason, data 1 and 
amended defines over Ostberg. 

Claims 1 and U as amended also clarify •throughout the pape, making" by requiring 
tha, ft. addition of the alkali m«al hydride and carbon dioxide stabilizes ft. P H of ft. 
pul p suspension from thepoin. of ft. ft* .o ft. formal of paper in ft. 

m the previous Offloo action the Facamhier found ur^onvincing fte acumen, ft. 
a^ali metal hydros and carbon dioxide are added to ft e mup suspension 
suspension's in«a, P«. As discussed above, fte amendment to Canna 1 ^ U c anfy why 

^.ddedmaprocessstepinamounts greater ftanwou.d be required to adjust ftepHto a 
nested pH levei. I*. «l — Wxoxide and carbon dioxide are added in this step ,n 
^ ft, substannally nuuify each oft^s effect on pH. Addition 
hydroxide and carbon dioxide in such amounts result in a greatly merged » or 

l ^**^ft.p*-^-«--'— --^ftt 

disOosen by Ostberg. For these reasons *so Cairns 1 and 11 as amend* defines over 

^Tne Examiner has also rejected claims 1-12 under 35 U.S.C. as obvious over Ostberg 
InviewofGBSlS^T. TheExanuner^toftesta^entm^ftatNaOHc^be 
^ to a slurty before adding CO z . As discussed above. daims 1 and 1 1 re^uue addincn of 

te ^ft.^- r ft.p*-^-«^^ OTM ^^^ , 7T 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
ftan is retired to adjust ft. pH to a desir.4 level. Furthermore Cairns 1 and 11 re,^ 

a significant buffering effect and stabilization of the pH of the pulp suspension from fte point 
0 ,ftef«eds M ftefo OT abo„ofu»papermftcpapermaclu»e. GB 815,247 does not 
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ove^memthesubs^entbl^togand^difi^ons.op,. (Seepa 8 e 2, lines 51-112, 
especiaHy lines 103-107.) For tee reasoos, claims 1 a-d 11 define over the combinaaon of 

Ostberg and GB 815,247. 

Claims depending from claims I and 11 define over Ostberg over Ostbexg » v>ew 

of GB 8 1 5,247 for the reasons set forth above. 

As all rejections from the Office action have now been addressed, applicant 
respectfully submits that the application is in condition for allowance. A notice of allowance 
is thereforerespectfully requested. If there are any fees required by this comxnunicatxon, 
please charge such fees to our Deposit Account No. 16-0820, order No. 32107. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PEARNE & GORDON LLP 
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526 Superior Avenue East 
Suite 1200 

Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
(216) 579-1700 

Date: March 2002 
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Version of claims 1 and 11 showing changes 

I. (Amended) A process for stabilizing the P H of a pulp suspension at a desired pH level in 
the stock preparation of a paper machine, charactemed by increasing the alkalinity of said 
paper making pulp suspension by adding thereto a combination of an alkali metal hydroxide 
feed and a c arbon dioxide ^ nf «riri feeds being added iiyan-amount greater than what 
would be reamed to only adjust the oH of the suspension to(th£desired pH levejwhich 
feeds substantially counter each other's pH changing effect, said fSed*beitig provided in an 
amount sufficient to achieve a significant buffering effect of said pulp suspension while 
enabling utilization of an excess of said hydroxide or said carbon dioxide for adjusting the pH 
of said pulp suspension and maintaining the pH at a desired level [throughout the paper 
making] from the addition nf the feeds through the f orm at i o n of paper on the paper machine 

I I . (Amended) A process for producing paper comprising 

providing a paper making pulp suspension in the stock preparation of a papeT 
machine; 

increasing the alkalinity of said pulp suspension by adding thereto a combination of an 
alkali metal hydroxide feed and a carbon dioxide feed which feeds substantially counter each 
others pH changing effect, 

forming said p ul p suspens ion into a web, and 

drying said web to form paper. 

^id feeds being provided in an amount gre ater than that required to adjust the pH of 
thspiilr. suspend to n Haired level, and said feeds being provided in an amount sufficient 
to achieve a substantial buffering effect of said pulp suspension while enabling utilization of 
an excess of said hydroxide or said carbon dioxide for adj listing the pH of said pulp 
[supsension] suspension and for mamtaining the pH at a desired level [throughout the paper 
makirig; ] from the additi o n the feeds to the formation of the pulp suspension into a web. 

[forming said pulp suspension into a web; and 

drying said web to form paper.] 
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